THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

Again there were more U-boats than merchant vessels sunk, so the
exchange rate remains favourable to the United Nations.

In actual numbers a few more U-boats were sunk in February than
in January.

[APRIL]

March was an active month in the war against the U-boats, which
operated in widely dispersed areas from the Barents Sea to the Indian
Ocean. The enemy has persevered vainly in strenuous endeavours to
disrupt our flow of supplies to Russia by the Northern route.

Our merchant-shipping losses were mainly incurred in far distant
seas ; though a little higher than in February, they were still low, and
the rate of sinking U-boats was fully maintained.

The Allied merchant fleet continues to improve both in quantity
and quality, but the strength of the U-boat force remains considerable,
and calls for powerful efforts by surface and air forces.

[MAY]

In April the United Nations' anti-submarine activity continued at
a highly satisfactory level. Again for another month the extraordinary
fact continues that the number of enemy submarines sunk exceeds
the number of Allied merchant ships sunk by submarines.

[JUNE]

During May our shipping losses have been by far the lowest for any
month of the war, and they have in fact been but a fraction of the losses
inflicted on enemy shipping by our warships and aircraft, although
their merchant shipping is petty compared with that of the Allies.

There has been a lull in the operations of the U-boats, which perhaps
indicates preparations for a renewed offensive. The change which
has come over the scene is illustrated by the fact that, in spite of the
few U-boats at sea, several are now sent to the bottom for each
merchant ship sunk, whereas formerly each U-boat accounted for a
considerable number of merchant ships before being destroyed.

This is to be ascribed to the vigilance and to the relentless attacks
of our Anglo-American-Canadian and other anti-U-boat forces, includ-
ing the scientists who support them in a brilliant manner.
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